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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Greetings Fellow Poquito Bayou Residents!  
Things are now starting to pick up.  We held 
our 2022 Mardi Gras Parade on Saturday Feb-
ruary 26th.  Some individuals were very crea-
tive in decorating their golf carts!!   There 
was some great food to enjoy!  I met some 

new Poquito Bayou neighbors!!  We were disappointed in the 
low participation. Our association is dedicated to providing 
community activities where we can have fun and get to know 
each other better. Please consider attending future PBCA 
events. We welcome you to the neighborhood!  If you missed 
it this year, make sure you take part next year!!!   

(cont’d on page 2) 
 

FOUR GENERATIONS IN POQUITO BAYOU 

We recently received a note from Patricia Ward.  She men-

tioned that her mother Wilma “Muff” Hane who lived at 100 
Poquito Road, passed away unexpectantly on December 
22nd,2021 at the age of 95+.  Patricia wrote: “Mom and Dad 
built in Poquito Bayou in 1965!  I was in the first grade that 
year.  It was mostly trees; only Japonica, Hickory, Walnut & 
Birch were established, and no Evergreen.  So, only one half 
of the current streets were even established .  Mom had lived 
here all 56 years!!!  I (Patricia) lived here until I married in 
1985 and then returned to live with mom in 1998 with husband 
Ronnie and our daughter Sarah.  We raised our daughter in 
Poquito Bayou.  Another interesting fact is there have been 
four family generations who lived in our home.  Mom & dad 
took in mom’s elderly parents for seven years.  Now, it’s just 
my husband, our daughter Sarah and myself.” (additional relat-
ed story on page 3, you will want read it!) 

  

 
 

 

PBCA SIGN PROGRESS 

As you have seen our new neighborhood sign is almost 
complete.   This has been exciting to finally see come to 
fruition.  If all goes as planned, we will be able to unveil 
the actual sign on April 2nd when we have our Crawfish 
Fundraiser.  Your support for this sign has been amazing 
and we hope that will continue until fully paid for.  We 
are almost halfway there.   After the sign is installed, there 
will be landscaping, re-routing the fence line, and rein-
stalling the electrical for lighting to do.   We hope the fi-
nal product will look very similar to the picture below 
left. 

If you would like to donate to your neighborhood sign 
project you can drop off donation in the fence mailbox at 
17 Magnolia Ave, mail to P O Box 1124, Shalimar, FL 
32579, or you can contact me at 850-376-8283 and one of 
our committee members will be glad to pick up.  If you 
want your donation to go toward the sign, put a note on 
your check or a note with your payment.   You can also 
go to the neighborhood webpage www.poquitobayou.com 
Your Sign Committee 

http://www.poquitobayou.com
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(president’s corner cont’d) 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 
It’s March already, my how time flies.   Wanted to take a quick second to remind you to pay your yearly $10.00 
PBCA dues. You can drop off in the fence mailbox at 17 Magnolia or mail to PBCA P O Box 1124, Shalimar Fl 
32579. 
Thank you if you have already paid your dues. 

POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION YEAR 2022 
Please complete this form and submit along with your $10 dues to your Street Director or drop it off at the PBCA mailbox located at 17 Magnolia Ave (Pam Mar-

tin’s house).  Checks will be accepted, made payable to PBCA. You may also mail to P.O. Box 1124, Shalimar, FL  32579 
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)   
 
Date Paid: ______________   Dues: _______________      Contribution (specify area):  ____________________     Check #:________ Cash $_________ 
 
Name:  ___________________________________, ____________________________________   Spouse’s Name:  ________________________________ 
              (Last)                                                             (First) 
          
Address:  __________________________________ Telephone No.: _______________________    E-Mail Address: _________________________________ 
          Please enter current E-Mail Address 
Minor Children:  Boys (   )   Ages:  ______________________   Girls (   ) Ages:  ______________________ (If it changes, notify pcmartin1@outlook.com} 
 
Concerns:  1. ______________________________ 2.  ____________________________ 3. _________________________ 4.____________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to help with:  Events for Kids ____, Baking ____, Adult Social Events ____, Leo Norred Park & Clean-Up Days ____, Garage Sales 
Event____, 
Interest in Action Committees?  Street Maintenance & Traffic Safety____,  Environmental Matters ____,  Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch ____    
Eglin Interface ____.   Are you interested in serving on PBCA Board of Directors?  ____ Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training___.  
 
Other interests, ideas; things you'd like addressed?  What are they?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(USE BACK OF FORM IF NECESSARY)  
          mbrform Rev. 10-2021 

New Poquito Bayou Sign.  Last month, we got serious about our new entry sign.  All the stonework has been done.  It 
looks great!!!  We still have lots to do:  Attaching the Poquito Bayou sign, landscaping, moving the picket fencing, etc.  
If you haven’t donated to our new sign fund yet, please do so.  Tell your neighbor that you donated!!  We appreciate 
your support. 
   
Replacing the Veterans Memorial Plaques update.  Jane is waiting for the 20 new plaques she ordered!  Ken Leone 
has taken the lead on getting the posts ready for painting!!!  Ken obtained a sealant from Hodges Lumber that will help 
preserve the tops of the posts, which will extend the life of the posts!!  On Saturday, Feb 26th, we had a small crew 
painting, all the posts.  Three branches of the military were represented:  Army, Navy & Air Force!!!  We appreciated 
Ken’s hard work and dedication with this project and my appreciation to my fellow veterans for helping!! 
 
PBCA By Laws.  We’re completing an update of the PBCA Bylaws.  It covers all the changes I mentioned last month.   
 
PBCA Membership.  We kicked off our PBCA membership drive in February.  At present, we have over 81 PBCA 
members.  At this time last year, I wrote that we had 79.  There’s a PBCA membership form later in the newsletter..   
 
Changes to the PBCA Board.  We had some board member changes this past month.  Cathy Halprin and Marion Rus-
sell decided to take a break from judging in our Yard of the Month (YOM).  We appreciate their dedication and service 
to our community.  Tracy Mankowich and Felicia Murphy are taking their place.  We appreciate Tracy and Felicia tak-
ing over YOM.  We have a new CERT Chief, Cara Teeter.   Chris Kirsch had to move out of the neighborhood, but 
he's still our BHEV Liaison.  We still need a Poquito Bayou CERT lead.  We also need more younger individuals, es-
pecially with any medical background.  Please let me know if you’re interested.  Thanks 
 
We’re still looking for someone to take over the Poquito Boat Ramp Activity Committee.  In this position, you interact 
with the county and other agencies on the Poquito Boat Ramp Park.  We still have a Street Director opening for Holly 
Ave.  If you are interested in taking over one of these vacant positions, please contact me at pbcapresident@gmail.com.  
Thanks 
 
Upcoming events.  We have our spring neighborhood garage sale on Sat/Sun April 9th/10th.  Nance Wendel has written 
an article about this event.  Our Easter Egg Hunt is schedule for April 16th.  Kiki Higginbotham has written an article 
about this important event. We hope to have a park work day on 26th March in preparation for the unveiling/dedication 
of new sign. Felicia Murphy is taking the lead on a crawfish boil fundraiser on April 2nd. More on that in a following 
notice. Mark up your calendars and get involved. 
 
Dave Hensley 

mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
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Re-printed with the permission of the Northwest Florida Daily News in the March 2011 Poquito Times 
 

'It was God's calling' 
Shalimar woman retires from Northwest Florida Visionnaires By KARI C. BARLOW Northwest Florida Dai-
ly News, Monday, Feb. 21, 2011 
 
Less than a month since Murff Hane retired after more than 30 years with the Northwest Florida Vision-
naires, she's back at work. "I'm still doing Braille," Hane said as her retirement balloons still floated in the 
corner of her sunny kitchen. "I just accepted an assignment yesterday." Hane, who is 84, started Northwest 
Florida Visionnaires in 1976 with 10 volunteers. 
 
Today the nonprofit organization has 30 volunteers. The group, which gets by on private donations, tran-
scribes a variety of texts into Braille, large print and audio for the blind. For Hane, who began transcribing 
Braille 57 years ago when she was 26, the work has been a labor of love. "I think it was God's calling," said 
Hane, who grew up on a farm in West Virginia. "My grandmother, who was blind, lived with us and my job 
was to take care of her. I read to her and took her for walks and picked strawberries with her." 
 
One day she went to Seneca Caverns in Riverton, W.V. At one point on the cave tour, the guide turned out 
the lights. "It was darkest dark," said Hane, shivering with the memory. "I'm sure the light was only off 
about 20 seconds, but it felt like an eternity. I realized that's what my grandmother faced 24 hours a day." 
 
Braille transcription helps the blind and those with poor eyesight lead fuller lives, she said. "It opens the 
world to them," Hane said. "They're able to read." Since starting Visionnaires, Hane and other volunteers 
have transcribed everything from literature and textbooks to phone books and maps. For example, if a blind 
person wanted to read the latest John Grisham novel, Hane could make it happen. "It would be scanned and 
then we have a Braille program that takes the Rich Text File and changes it to Braille," she said. "It would 
be, in volume, about 80 Braille pages." 
 
The bulk of the Visionnaires' work is school textbook assignments from the state-run Florida Instructional 
Materials Center in Tampa. The group also has transcribed portions of the Florida Comprehensive Assess-
ment Test for blind students. Before computer programs, Hane and other volunteers used Braillers, a heavy 
machine that resembles a typewriter. She often brought her work home, and her daughter, Patti Ward, was 
always impressed by her mother's dedication. 
"There was no copy and paste, so when you got to the bottom of the page and there's a mistake, you had to 
start over," Ward said with a laugh. 
 
Hane has received the National Braille Association's Diamond Award for transcribing 20,000 pages. Her 
actual total is much more. "I can verify 64,000 pages," she said.   Hane also was the third person in the na-
tion to be certified in Braille transcription for mathematics. Among her more interesting assignments was 
the Bainbridge, Ga., phone book. "Brailing the numbers, that was very boring," said Hane, who by the end 
of the project had a thorough mental picture of a town she'd never visited. After transcribing the advertise-
ments in the back of the phone book, she knew several details about Bainbridge. "Main Street wasn't actual-
ly the main street. First Street was," she said. "And the watchmaker, he and his wife lived over his busi-
ness." 
 
These days Hane is slowing down, but she says she'll never be far from the Visionnaires. "I will still be very 
much connected," she said. "I'm leaving the organization in great hands. They're great people."       
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Importance of Entrance Signs for Neighborhoods and Communities  

Entrance signs play an important role in the aesthetics, as well as function, of neighborhoods and residential communities. 
Also known as entrance signage, they are installed at the entrance where they provide essential information to residents 
and travelers alike. By using a high-quality entrance sign in your neighborhood or community, you'll reap the following 
benefits. 
 
Lowers Risk of Collisions 
An attractive entrance sign can lower the risk of vehicular collisions. Without an entrance sign, motorists who are unfa-
miliar with your neighborhood or community may struggle to find it. A motorist, for example, may stop his or her vehicle 
in the middle of the road to check their GPS, resulting in a rear-end collision. You can promote a safer neighborhood or 
community by installing an attractive entrance sign. When a motorist approaches the entrance sign, he or she will imme-
diately recognize your neighborhood or community. 
 
Improves Aesthetics 
Of course, an entrance sign can also improve the aesthetics of your neighborhood or community. Entrance signs are avail-
able in a wide variety of materials, sizes, finishes and other customization options. Rather than choosing a generic en-
trance sign, you can choose a custom entrance sign that reflects your neighborhood's or community's style. Once installed, 
a high-quality entrance sign will create a more cohesive design that uplifts the aesthetics of your neighborhood or com-
munity. 
 
Defines the Borders of Your Neighborhood or Community 
An entrance sign will define the borders of your neighborhood or community. With an entrance sign, there's no confusion 
regarding where your neighborhood or community begins. Upon seeing the entrance sign, motorists will recognize it as 
being the border for your neighborhood or community. 
 
Increases Property Value 
You might be surprised to learn that a high-quality entrance sign can increase property values in your neighborhood or 
community. Research shows that homes in neighborhoods and communities with an attractive entrance sign typically sell 
for more money than those in neighborhoods and communities without an entrance sign. 
 
Educates and Informs Motorists 
An entrance sign can educate and inform motorists about your neighborhood or community. Some property developers 
include "No Soliciting" in their entrance sign to discourage door-to-door sales. Other property developers include the 
brief history of their neighborhood or community in their entrance sign. Regardless, you'll have complete control over the 
text, icons and other visual elements of your entrance sign. 

The Gardener’s Corner by Karen Harper 
 
There is good news for the Okaloosa Master Gardeners after two years of Covid restrictions! We are returning to 
more normal operations and we’re looking forward to having a new home in south Okaloosa County. If you’ve been 
to one of our plant sales, you are familiar with the old Extension Annex location on Hollywood Blvd. Sadly, that 
building was badly damaged by flooding last year and has been vacated. We will soon be back in operation at a tem-
porary location on the campus of Okaloosa Technical College at 1976 Lewis Turner Boulevard in Fort Walton 
Beach. That building is being brought into ADA compliance and once that process is complete, we will again be able 
to invite the public to our plant sales, lecture series, etc. In the meantime, we’ll be able to offer our popular plant 
clinics at the Farmer's Market Pavilion adjacent to the courthouse on Lewis Turner Blvd. The first clinic will be held 
on Friday, March 25, 2022 from 10:00 AM-12:00 noon. Bring your gardening questions and problems to us. Led by 
Larry Williams, we will have a team of master gardeners available to help you solve them.  
 
Also on our calendar is The Building Industry Association Home Show on April 9th and 10th at the Convention Cen-
ter on Okaloosa Island. Please stop by our booth! 
 
The Okaloosa County Master Gardeners are available to answer any and all gardening questions and if we don’t 
know the answer, we’ll find it for you. Contact me at tkharper@cox.net, or call or text my cell phone: (850) 855-
6931.  
 
 

mailto:tkharper@cox.net
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LEO NORRED PARK WORKDAY 
 
We know there are those of you out there who would like to help out our community association but are reluctant to 
join our board. Now we have an opportunity for you. We are scheduling a park workday for March 26th at 0800 
hours. We want to re-locate that part of the fence that is in front of our new sign and also re-place some broken 
fence rails. We also have some fill dirt that needs to be moved and some other TBD efforts. We’ll have coffee and 
donuts for those of you willing to come out and help. If you are willing to help us, please contact Dave Hensley 
at pbcapresident@gmail.com or 850 585-1040 (text or call) by Monday the 21st. Shovels and post hole dig-
gers if you have them. 
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the March 7

th
, 2022, meeting 

Archer residence, 21 Hickory Ave                                                                                                

Meeting called to order at 6:01 pm 
Present: Dave Hensley, Bob Davis, Cheryl Archer, Pam Martin, Mary Ann Leone, Pat Hollarn, Felicia Murphy, Tricia 
Flaherty, Nance Wendel, David Boyd, and Michael Aid. 
 
Minutes of the February meeting had been distributed; motion to approve was made by Nance and seconded by Pam, 
minutes were approved.  Treasurer’s report for February  was presented, motion to accept by Bob, seconded by Pam, 
report was accepted. 
 
Leo Norred Park:  Hank’s Mowing Service has been given the contract. We have not received a signed contract back. 
We are waiting to hear from Hank. 
 
Membership: We currently have 80 members for the 2022 year. The sign at the neighborhood entrance seems to be 
helping. Dave is also sending out reminder emails. 
 
Events Coordinator: The Mardi Gras parade was held on Saturday February 26th. Sadly, we had a low turnout, we dis-
cussed changing the date to a weekend when there aren’t many Mardi Gras events scheduled locally.  The annual East-
er egg hunt is scheduled for 4/16. Kiki will write an article for March’s newsletter with more information.  
 
CERT: Chris Kirsch has had to move out of the neighborhood. Cara Teeter has taken over as the new CERT leader. 
We are actively seeking someone who lives in Poquito Bayou to help Cara. Chris will remain active as our BHEV liai-
son. 
 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park:  No report, and this position is currently vacant. We are actively looking to find someone to 
fill this position. 
 
Street & Traffic Safety:  Bob Davis contacted the county about the lack of yellow lines on the street now that the re-
surfacing is complete. They will be doing that in the future. Bob is going to contact them regarding the condition of 
many of the street signs in the neighborhood as well. 
 
Street Directors:  Pat Hollarn has written a new Welcome letter for the PBCA to use. We will be scheduling a meeting 
with the street directors soon to address how we move forward in driving up our membership numbers. 
 
Old Business: The masonry part of the new sign is now complete. We are waiting for World of Signs to complete the 
next stage. We will hold an unveiling after the sign is complete. We have had many generous donations to date, but 
fundraising continues. 
 
Ken Leone put liquid sealer on the posts at the Veterans’ Memorial to help seal them. After that was completed Dave 
Hensley, Ken Leone, Michael Aide, David Boyd and Don Kreis repainted the post in preparation for the new plaques 
to be installed.   
 
New Business:  The annual yard sale is scheduled for April 9th & 10th. Cost to enter is $10. Nance Wendel will be put-
ting an article in the March newsletter with more details. 
 
Announcements:  Newsletter articles for March newsletter due to Bob Davis by March 12th.  Issue will be published 
on March 15th.  Next PBCA meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 4th 6pm at the Hollarn residence, 139 Poquito 
Rd.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:59 pm 
 
Felicia Murphy 
Recording Secretary  
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   POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION     

        

   FINANCIAL REPORT     

        

   February 2022     

        

        

Balance Forward from January 31, 2022   $8,880.59 

        

        

   February  
Year to 

Date   

   2022  2022   

        

Income        

        

Membership Dues  $510.00  $510.00   

Contributions  $0.00  $0.00   

Donations   $185.00  $185.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $225.00  $575.00 *  

Halloween Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Easter Event Income  $0.00  $0.00   

Annual Meeting Bake Sale/Raffle $0.00  $0.00   

Annual Meeting Donations $0.00  $0.00   

New Sign Fundraiser  $1,855.00  $1,855.00   

Advertising  $50.00  $50.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00  $0.00   

        

Total Income  $2,825.00  $3,175.00   

        

Expenses        

        

Gulf Power  $39.59  $132.90   

Postage/P.O. Box  $0.00  $0.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $0.00  $0.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00  $0.00   

Candidates Night  $0.00  $0.00   

Supplies   $0.00  $0.00   

Children's Christmas Party $0.00  $0.00   

Annual State Registration $0.00  $0.00   

Website Expense  $0.00  $0.00   

Easter Event  $0.00  $0.00   

New Sign   $3,254.91  $3,254.91   

Mardi Gras Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Halloween Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Project/Repairs  $376.02  $376.02   

Leo Norred Mowing  $0.00  $0.00   

        

Total Expenses  $3,670.52  $3,763.83   

        

        

Reconciled Balance February 28, 2022   $8,035.07 

        

* Veteran's Memorial Collected to Date $2,615.00    
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Phone: 850 585-1513 (cell) 


