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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Greetings everyone. Our sweltering summer is 
slowly ending!!!  I’m enjoying the cool nights 
lately. There’s lots going on in our neighborhood.  
 
Poquito Boat Ramp Update. It has taken longer 
than expected, but Keith Myers advised me that 
the boat ramp is about 99.9% complete.  
 
Twentieth Year Anniversary of 9/11. This year 

is the twentieth anniversary of 9/11. Everyone remembers watching 
those airplanes slamming into the World Trade Center buildings. On 
August 31st, 2001, I had just signed up with Northrop Grumman to 
work at the newly opened Combined Air Operations Center at Prince 
Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia providing specific C2 systems train-
ing and troubleshooting. I had a feeling where I was going was going 
to be the focal point for the reprisal of the attack. I arrived there in 
late September and a week later, Operation Enduring Freedom was 
kicked off. It was a fast-paced, chaotic year. The team I was on did a 
lot of great work ensuring the daily air tasking order went out on 
time and military personnel were trained. I got the opportunity to 
travel to some exotic hot spots in the Middle East via C-130 that 
year.  
(President’s corner cont’d on page 2) 
************************************************ 
Flag case at the Veteran’s Memorial Update.   
Ken Leone mounted the new flag case at the Veteran’s memorial 
on September 11th.  We had a handful of Poquito Bayou residents on 
hand for the new flag case debut!    We’re excited that we’ll have a 
new flag case in time for our Veteran’s ceremony in November!  I 
posted some pics on the Poquito Community Facebook webpage.  
Please check it out.  Ken shown below with the new flag display. 
 

       Boat Ramp Park Problems & Concerns 
 At our most recent PBCA board meeting word surfaced that the 
county was going to reduce operating hours at the boat ramp park 
to sunrise and sunset plus a gate was going to be installed. Several 
members of our board expressed strong resistance to such a move. 
Some of the board members then called for a community meeting 
at the park the following Sunday afternoon. Word of the planned 
changes quickly spread through the community via social media. 
Ms. Carolyn Ketchel, our county commissioner was inundated 
with emails expressing sentiment against the planned changes to 
the park. To her credit, she thought the changes were something 
the community wanted and when she found out the opposite, she 
quickly corrected the move. No changes to park hours and no gate. 
Now you need to spend a few minutes and read what one neighbor 
of the park has to say about activities in our park at all hours. 
(cont’d on following page) 
 
***************************************************** 

County Ordinance Regarding Parks Hours of Use  
in Okaloosa County.   

  
Sec. 16-52. - Hours of use.     All county parks, including 
river and beach access points, shall be closed between one 
hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise. No person, 
firm, corporation, joint venture, partnership, or other legal 
entity shall enter, occupy, trespass or use any county park in 
Okaloosa County during the time that the same is closed to 
the public pursuant to the signs posted in conspicuous places 
at the entrance to the same. Overnight parking is prohibited. 
Exceptions to this section include: Loading and unload-
ing of watercraft at parks specifically designated for af-
terhours boat ramp use; and utilization of parks with lights 
for sponsored events until 9:30 p.m., at which time the lights 
must be extinguished. No overnight parking allowed at 
James Lee Park from 11:00 p.m. Central Time until one 
hour before sunrise. Violators will be towed at the vehicle's 
owner expense. No umbrellas or tents shall be on the beach 
between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. This is to al-
low for proper cleaning and inspection of the beach. This 
section does not apply to the Pier and Newman C. Brackin 
Park. 
https://library.municode.com/fl/okaloosa_county/codes/
code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=COOR_CH16PARE_ARTIICOREAR_S16-52HOUS 
 
 
 



2 

 

President’s corner cont’d 
Leo Norred Park Sign and Benches at Leo Norred Park. My 
prayers have been answered by Chase Pelfry, a local boy scout 
who is working towards his Eagle Scout! I met with Chase and 
his dad, Chris on September 6th on what we wanted. He gave me 
his ideas. I invited Chase and his dad to attend our September 
PBCA Board meeting the next day. Chase gave us an excellent 
presentation on what he plans to do for us. First, he’s going to 
build three benches with no backs between the children’s play-
ground area and the pavilion. Then he’s going to rebuild the Leo 
Norred sign. He did say it was going to be in the shape of a trian-
gle, since Leo Norred Park was known for many years as 
“Triangle Park.”  It will have the same wording as the old sign. 
Finally, he’s going to make us two portable Corn Hole boards. 
Once Chase receives his Eagle Scout rank, we plan to have some 
placards put on each of the benches, Leo Norred Park sign and 
corn hole boards to honor his achievement.  
 
Looking for a few good volunteers. We’re still looking for a 
volunteer to fill our PBCA board Recording Secretary and Holly 
Street Director.  
.   
COVID Update. There’s been a surge in the new COVID-19 
Delta variant. Please use common sense while out in public. 
Don’t let your guard down. There’s a plethora of useful infor-
mation on the Okaloosa County Health website:  http://
myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19. One was a list of COVID testing 
sites in Okaloosa County:  http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/
programs-and-services/infectious-disease-services/_documents/
COVID-19TestingLocations_0525.pdf.  The only new thing to 
report is a Monoclonal antibody treatment site now available at 
Northwest Florida Fair Grounds in Ft. Walton Beach. For more 
information, please go to:  http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/
alerts.html.  
 
2021 Hurricane Season. The 2021 season has already been an 
active one. There have been twelve named storms so far this sea-
son, five of which became hurricanes. That includes six U.S. 
landfalls from named storms this season, including Claudette 
(formed over Louisiana), Danny, Elsa, Fred, Henri, and Ida. 
We’ve been lucky so far this year. Everyone needs to be ready. 
Please have extra supplies for your pets. We’re starting to enter 
our peak part of Hurricane season. If you’re interested in joining 
our local CERT team, please contact Tracy Manchowich at If 
you want to support our CERT team, please contact Tracy Man-
kowich at tracymank@yahoo.com.  
Speaker for our annual Veterans Day Ceremony. Do you 
know a veteran in our neighborhood who would speak at our 
upcoming Veterans Day ceremony on Thursday, November 11th, 
2021, at 4 PM? Please let me know. Thanks 
Dave 

********************************************** 

Text me at 850 685-4759 for free lunch at Knife’s Edge 

Problems & Concerns cont’d  I have lived next to the boat 
ramp since 1977. We were met with serious concerns once we 
moved in. Our lot was called “Devil’s Den.”  There were week-
end parties with a range of fifty -seventy-five kids. Stoned from 
drugs and or alcohol. At first it was like watching AFV. The sher-
iff would bring his dogs, make some arrests and the rest of the 
group would scatter. But the drugs and kids kept returning. They 
would use my back garage bathroom, leaving their feces & vomit 
for me to clean up. They would tear off my mailbox cover and 
throw nails & glass on my garage apron. I electrified my fence, 
which prevented them from entering my yard. On two separate 
occasions, I had females come to my door at 2am, asking to use 
the phone. Their boyfriend had either tried to rape or beat them. 
One evening Dave & I heard a girl screaming. Her boyfriend was 
drunk & beating her. We ran down to intervene & I immediately 
recognized one of the boys. I told him I never wanted to see him 
again at the park, because I would call his mom. Things seemed 
to settle down after I talked with a few of the kids. I began to 
recognize them in the neighborhood & told them I would have no 
problem confronting their parents. They told me the police were 
afraid of them & asked, “Why was I not afraid?” I told them I 
grew up around the Mafia, and a few punks were not going to 
take my neighborhood. Being from South Chicago, I knew this 
would be an uphill battle. I had to leave one neighborhood for 
drug & gang activity, I wasn’t going to give up without a battle. 
Drug dealers are like bed bugs: once you let them in, they’re 
tough to get rid of. 
 
I personally know a dozen families in this neighborhood, whose 
children & grandchildren have been affected by drugs. They have 
died, served jail time or are permanently brain damaged. Being a 
mother and a retired teacher, I will not have drugs within walking 
distance from Longwood School or my house. One neighbor said, 
“Drugs are everywhere. So big deal.”  So that means I must ac-
cept it? Most everyone in Poquito Bayou knows of the drug is-
sues at the ramp. There was initially a sign that read, “Only boat 
traffic allowed after 10pm”. It’s gone. As well as Okaloosa Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Dept. total support in maintaining law and order. We 
have called on numerous occasions, and the response was spotty 
at best. One officer wrote a ticket, for illegal parking in a handi-
capped spot (for which we called). We were told by the Sheriff’s 
office, “They had better things to do than write tickets to law 
abiding citizens. The officer should not have written the ticket.”  
So why have the sign? 
 
I really don’t mind the boat traffic as much as the drugs, alcohol, 
speeding cars & loud music. Not sure you can have one without 
the other. Unless the Sheriff’s office is willing to do more patrol-
ling. Boat traffic is only about 5% of what I see down here at 
night. How long do I have to put up with the illegal nonsense? I 
will try to protect my neighborhood from the bed bugs & lice, for 
the sake of the youth who like to use the park. But I can’t do it 
alone. 
Question:  Would you be willing to tolerate all the illegal and 
potential activity that goes on down here on a regular basis?     
I’M NOT. 
**************************************************** 
CAN WE SOLVE THE PROBLEMS AT THE PARK? 
 
The following picks up on the discussion(s) at the park on Sun-
day afternoon.  What can we do to expand our neighborhood 
watch to include the park? We need to be more pro active in iden-
tifying potential illegal/illicit activity.   
(Cont’d on following page) 

September 30th — National Love People Day –  
 
Because we could all use a little more love — 
#NationalLOVEPeopleDay — share the chal-
lenge to share the love. 

http://myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19
http://myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19
http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/infectious-disease-services/_documents/COVID-19TestingLocations_0525.pdf
http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/infectious-disease-services/_documents/COVID-19TestingLocations_0525.pdf
http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/infectious-disease-services/_documents/COVID-19TestingLocations_0525.pdf
http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/alerts.html
http://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/alerts.html
mailto:tracymank@yahoo.com
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Someone brought up the idea of if you’re going home late at 
night, swing through the Poquito Boat Ramp Park on your way 
home.  Your presence may break up some illegal activity. 
   
I briefed everyone that I sent an email to Amanda Maxwell, 
Okaloosa County Finance & Administrative Manager, Facili-
ties and Parks Maintenance requesting cameras be installed to 
help monitor activity at the Poquito Boat Ramp Park.  I asked 
who monitor’s the video feed and how secure are the cameras 
against vandalism.  I plan to ask in a follow-up email about the 
park lights not being on at night.  
  
I got a response to my email from Butch Hendrick, Facilities 
and Parks Maintenance Director for Okaloosa County.   He 
advised the following:  We do not utilize cameras because we 
have no one to monitor them.  He advised that in the past some 
dummy cameras were installed and did not last due to vandal-
ism. 
   
Prior to the meeting I was sent a text regarding park use hours.  
I read it to those attending the meeting.  Afterwards, I posted it 
on the Poquito Community Facebook webpage. 
   
I plan to email my wife’s letter to Sheriff Aden asking what 
they can do to help deter crime instead of some beefed up pa-
trols for the next two weeks.   
 
One recommendation was for everyone to sign a petition re-
questing the county to take some type of action regarding this 
serious community matter.  
  
If you have any ideas on how we as a community can make the 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park a safer place for everyone, please let 

me know.  Thanks, 

Dave 

CHILDREN’S EVENTS 
 

Halloween is coming so it is time to prep! If you are inter-
ested in participating in the Trunk or Treat, please email 
or text me to sign up. khiggg11@gmail.com 228-382-
7295 
 
I also need volunteers for the Fall Festival on Halloween 
Day preceding Trunk Or Treat. This year Halloween, Oc-
tober 31st, is on a Sunday so we will hold the events a bit 
earlier in the day. 
Volunteers will begin meeting for the Fall Festival on 
Sunday, September 19th. 
 

September 2021 Yard of the Month 
Marion Russell and Cathy Halprin, Judges 
 
Japonica Lane looks amazing this year! 18 and 25 
have completely redone their yards and they are 
gorgeous. 10 is also lovely. 31 has tons of character 
in multiple beds with lots of plants and decor all 
neat and well kept; we love that yard!  
 
The September YOM is 30 Birch. While a lot of 
grass has begun to fade with fall approaching, the 
lawn at 30 is green and lush. We love the neatly 
kept shrubs and especially the myriad of colorful 
plants and flowers cascading over the brick planter.  
Congratulations! 
We will wrap up 2021 with judging 1-72 Poquito in Oc-
tober. Looking forward to cooler temps and seeing more 
of our neighbors outside! 

mailto:khiggg11@gmail.com
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Poquito Bayou 1st Annual Fall Community Garage Sale 
Saturday November 6th, 2020 and 7th – 7 am-12 noon 

So, with the success of the Spring sale, some folks thought it would be great to Sell MORE STUFF!!  So, let’s go again!  Gather 
your stuff, price it and set it up for the yard sale junkies to come out and peruse!!!  
With some inputs, we have set the dates for cooler temperatures!  Saturday November 6th will be the start up and instead of hav-
ing a rain date, we will just advertise that the sale carries over into Sunday the 7th.  This also acts as a rain date.   7 am to noon is 
the time.  PBCA will sponsor an ad in the NWF Daily News that will run Thursday, Friday and Saturday, ending Nov 6th to 
invite our neighbors to COME ON OUT and see us.   Sharing the date with each other tends to draw a greater number of shop-
pers and pickers… Everyone Wins!  YAY!  
For Everyone in Poquito Bayou subdivision who wants to participate….  Fill out the Below Form and get it to Nance either drop 
it off at 16 Walnut, text me a photo of it, or email it to nance.wendel@era-american.com and bring me $10 for the ad and bal-
loon!!  We can take cash or a check (Payable to PBCA)!  If you drop it by the house, please let me know so I can alert Rick and 

the cat we’re having company!  �    RETURN PLEASE BY TUESDAY 11/02 
If you wish, fill out the PBCA Annual Membership form in this newsletter and include that $10 with your payment to take care 
of both at once!  I will get it to our Treasurer with all due haste!  
Late Friday afternoon, I will deliver the Balloon for your mailbox and copies of the list for you to share with the shoppers denot-
ing the addresses of participating neighbors and a summary of the items they have for sale!!  

PBCA Garage Sale Coordinator:  Nance Wendel, 16 Walnut 850-461-8537 

PBCA Garage Sale COUPON 
Name: ____________________________________     Address: ________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________   $10 paid by  ___ Cash   ___ Check # _____ 
Summary of Items for Sale: ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kill 2 Birds!  Combine and drop off to Nance – 16 Walnut Ave…. 

PBCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION YEAR 2021 

Please complete this form and submit along with your $10 dues to your Street Director or drop it off at the PBCA mailbox located at 17 Magnolia Ave (Pam 
Martin’s house).  Checks will be accepted, made payable to PBCA. You may also mail to P.O. Box 1124, Shalimar, FL  32579 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
 
Date Paid: ______________   Dues: _______________      Contribution (specify area):  ____________________     Check #:________ Cash $_________ 
 
Name:  ___________________________________, ____________________________________   Spouse’s Name:  ________________________________ 
              (Last)                                                               (First) 
          
Address:  __________________________________ Telephone No.: _______________________    E-Mail Address: _________________________________ 
          Please enter current E-Mail Address 
Minor Children:  Boys (   )   Ages:  ______________________   Girls (   ) Ages:  ______________________ (If it changes, notify pcmartin1@outlook.com} 
 
Concerns:  1. ______________________________ 2.  ____________________________ 3. _________________________ 
4.____________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to help with:  Events for Kids ____, Baking ____, Adult Social Events ____, Leo Norred Park & Clean-Up Days ____, Garage Sales 
Event____, 
Interest in Action Committees:  Street Maintenance & Traffic Safety____,  Environmental Matters ____,  Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch ____    
Eglin Interface ____.   Are you interested in serving on PBCA Board of Directors?  ____ Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training___.  
 
Other interests, ideas; things you'd like addressed?  What are they?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(USE BACK OF FORM IF NECESSARY)  

mailto:nance.wendel@era-american.com
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The beginning of school started out smoothly with orientation being a huge success.  Not only were parents al-
lowed to visit their child’s classroom, they were also invited to join us for a picnic on the front lawn of the school.  
We started the year with school activities being back to normal, but a few days after the start of school we had to 
implement protocols for COVID once again.  Field trips have been put on hold, only essential volunteers are al-
lowed on campus, and large gatherings are not allowed.  We have high hopes that these protocols will only be 
temporary. 
 
Last week we recognized the students who participated in the summer reading and math program by treating them 
to ice cream.  We enjoyed listening to them talk about their favorite book they read this summer or their favorite 
math activity.  
 
We recognized our students of the month by honoring one student in each class that was most respectful for the 
month.  The character word for September is responsible and at the end of the month we will recognize and honor 
students who portray that trait. 
 
Our next SAC meeting will take place on September 27th at 4:00 in the media center.  This meeting is open to the 
public and we would love to have you join us.  Of course we will be social distanced for the meeting. 
To find more information regarding the school, please follow us on Facebook at   https://www.facebook.com/
Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/ 
***************************************************************************************************** 

LONGWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

EXAMPLES OF POQUITO BAYOU ENTRY SIGNS BEING CONSIDERED 

 New Poquito Bayou Sign.   
The Poquito Bayou sign committee has come up with an initial design and is working with World of Signs to get the pro-
ject rolling.  At some point soon, maybe our October general membership meeting, we’ll reveal our future sign along with 
schedule for build and the projected costs.  We anticipate a future fund raiser down the road.  

https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/
https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the September 7, 2021 Meeting 

Edwards Residence, 11 Poplar 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Dave Hensley at 6:04 pm.  In attendance were Dave Hensley, Tricia Flaherty, Pam 
Martin, Bob Davis, Lendy Edwards, Mary Ann Leone, Kiki Higginbotham, Tracy Mankowich, Keith Myers, Mrs. Matt Murphy, 
guests Mr. & Mrs. Pelfrey and son Chase Pelfrey, 
who departed after Chase’s presentation. 
 
Dave introduced Chase Pelfrey, a local Boy Scout who will be making three benches, a new sign, and corn hole boards for Leo 
Norred Park as his scouting Eagle Project.  He described some of the materials needed, estimated costs and what they would look 
like.  The board was extremely pleased and look forward to hearing about Chris’s progress with the project. 
 
 Minutes of the August 2 meeting had been distributed; motion to approve was made by Pam and seconded by Bob, minutes were 
approved.  Treasurer’s report for August 31 was presented by Tricia; motion to accept by Kiki, seconded by Bob, report was accept-
ed. 
 

Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch:  No report, vacant 
 
Leo Norred Park:  Dave reported that he, Lendy, and Don Kreis had examined the fencing and determined its needs. 
 

Welcome:  No report 
 

Membership:  Pam verified 114 paid members. 
 
Children’s Party Coordinator:  Kiki will have the festival type of event from 2-5 pm on Sunday, October 31, followed by Trunk or 
Treat while it is still light.  She needs volunteers to plan and work the event, and provide some homemade treats.   
 
CERT: Tracy gave an extensive report on planning:  volunteers need to be trained and she has found a person in Longwood who is a 
trainer and will help; she has extended the scope of CERT activity too Hands Cove, Woodland Shores, Longwood, Paradise Point. 
 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park:  Keith gave an update on the park/dock renovation and discussion followed on the recent Board of County 
Commission installing a new sign advising the park’s closing from Dusk to Dawn and a gate locking the park for use in daylight 
only.  As there are now two opposite sides, one for and one opposing the closure, both sides were briefly discussed.  It was the con-
sensus of the board that PBCA will not have a position, as there are members on both sides of the issue. 
 

Street & Traffic Safety:  Bob reported that he has had people asking about having rumble strips installed (no locations mentioned), 
no action taken after brief reminder of history’s opposition to same. 
 

Street Directors:  Dave still needs help with welcome letter revision/update. 
 
Old Business:  Discussed under Keith’s report on Boat Ramp Park. 
 
New Business:  (1)  Pam reported on the project of a new sign for the Poquito Bayou subdivision.  Lendy has been working with 
Don Rosicka, a professional stonemason and resident, who has agreed to build the sign.  Specific design, cost, etc. will be forthcom-
ing, which will require time and fundraising, but will be a beautiful community asset.  (2)  Chase Pelfrey will work on the Veterans 
Memorial sign as part of his Eagle Scout project for us.  (3) Ken Leone is working on the Veterans Memorial flag case.  (4) PBCA 
General Membership Meeting in October, date to be decided, will be at Leo Norred Park.  Annual Budget to be presented, and Elec-
tion of new board officers. 
 
Announcements:  Newsletter articles for September articles due to Bob Davis is September 12.  Issue will be published on Sept. 
15.  Next meeting is Monday, October 7 and new location is now required, need volunteer!   
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm. 
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION      

         

   FINANCIAL REPORT      

         

   August 2021      

         

         

Balance Forward from July 31, 2021    $5,851.46  
         

         

   August  
Year to 

Date    

   2021  2021    

         

Income         

         

Membership Dues  $10.00  $1,060.00    

Contributions  $0.00  $1,115.00    

Donations for Park Well/Pump $0.00  $220.00    

Veteran's Memorial  $0.00  $35.00    

Easter Event Income  $0.00  $298.00    

Advertising  $0.00  $320.00    

Garage Sale  $0.00  $120.00    

         

Total Income  $10.00  $3,168.00    

         

Expenses         

         

Gulf Power  $70.05  $565.06    

Postage/P.O. Box  $0.00  $205.00    

Veteran's Memorial  $98.38  $175.34    

Garage Sale  $0.00  $48.15    

Candidates Night  $0.00  $0.00    

Supplies   $0.00  $0.00    

Children's Christmas Party $0.00  $0.00    

Annual State Registration $0.00  $61.25    

Website Expense  $0.00  $168.00    

Easter Event  $0.00  $358.22    

Mardi Gras Event  $0.00  $110.03    

Project/Repairs  $0.00  $0.00    

Leo Norred Mowing  $0.00  $780.00    

         

Total Expenses  $168.43  $2,471.05    

         

         

Reconciled Balance August 31, 2021    $5,693.03  
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Phone: 850 585-1513 (cell) 

Do you need your home 
sold? 

18+ years of experience 

16+ year Poquito Bayou Resident 

 

Marion Russell 
Realtor® 

850-582-5813   MarionRussell@cox.net 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

 PenFed Realty 
1073 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578 

 

If you view the below advertisement, email me at  
bobbyz55x@gmail.com for gift of free lunch for two. 


