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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Happy New Year everyone!!   
I’m glad that 2021 is behind us.  I’m looking 
forward to 2022.  I think it’s going to be a 
better year for us all.  We had a busy Decem-
ber.  On December 11th, we had our annual 
Christmas Caravan around the Neighborhood.  
Kiki Higginbotham and Tricia Bryant Flaher-
ty did an awesome job planning this event.  

Many thanks to all that helped!!  On December 19th Nance 
Wendel and Tricia Bryant-Flaherty drove around the neighbor-
hood to judge the Christmas Decorations.  Those results were 
posted on the Poquito Facebook webpage, our PBCA sign and 
I sent an email to all the PBCA members (that I had a good 
email address) listing the winners.   
A few days before Christmas, a fire broke out on Holly Ave.  
Someone walking by saw smoke and called the fire depart-
ment.  They were there in minutes and a few hours later the 
fire was contained.  There were no injuries.  I was impressed 
with the generosity of our neighborhood.  One family offered 
the use of their spacious RV for the Phillips’ family to use.  
Kiki Higginbotham quickly sprang into action creating a Go 
Fund Me pledge on Facebook.  As of January 7th, we raised 
over $3000 between this and the cash/gift card donations for 
the Phillips’ family.  That’s one of the great qualities of our 
wonderful neighborhood.  The source of the fire was a first-
floor ceiling light fixture connected to an aluminum feed wire. 
Many of the homes in this area were built with aluminum wir-
ing.  Galen Miller has written an excellent article on this inci-
dent with some recommendations.  (cont’d on following page) 

PBCA GOALS FOR 2022 
Improve Leo Norred Park 

• Proposed Poquito Bayou entry sign – PBCA initiative 
• Work with Okaloosa County Parks Department on planned 

improvements: 
• Park benches between the children’s playground area and 

Poplar Ave 
• Rubber padding around children’s playground. 

Improve Poquito Boat Ramp Park 

• Improve Handicap Parking slot 
• Additional gravel along Bay Street  
• Correct erosion in picnic area 
• Repave/restripe parking lot 
• Dedicated kayak launching area 
• Design/implement master drainage plan (retention pond 

for low lying areas) 
• Work with CBA to curtail shoreline erosion & improve restora-

tion efforts 

• “No Wake” signs   (Cont’d above right) 

 
Increase PBCA membership 
Continue to add new people to the PBCA Board 

 

 
 
 

 
LONGWOOD ELEMENTARY 
 
 
We have returned from our holiday break to 
begin second semester.  Our Leopards are 
well rested and ready to take on the testing 

season that begins in the next couple of weeks.   
 
The following Leopards represented our school in the Mar-
tin Luther King Contest.  We are so proud of each of them.  
A special congratulations to Zoey Farmer (3rd grade) for 
earning  2nd place with her speech. 
Speech – Zoey Farmer (3rd grade) 
Poster  – Bryson Jaime (3rd),  Alisia Ramos (3rd), Addison 
Evans (3rd), Isreal Nundra (4th),  and Allan Hall (5th) 
To find more information regarding the school, please fol-
low us on Facebook at   https://www.facebook.com/

Don’t forget our project to replace the Entry Sign. Our 
project committee hopes to visit the vendor within the 
next few weeks to review and select materials. We are in 
the process of picking out the stone, getting landscape 
quotes. The sign is going to cost us several thousand dol-
lars and we are soliciting donations to help offset costs. 
Contact Tricia Bryant Flaherty 850 585-8334 to donate. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/
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(president’s corner cont’d) 
On Veterans Day, we formally kicked off our Replacing 
the Veterans Memorial Plaques.  Jane Fedosky-Hensley 
had spearheaded this important endeavor.  We appreciate 
everyone’s support.  Jane has visited some of our elderly 
veterans and their spouses telling them about the cam-
paign.  We have some wonderful gems in our neighbor-
hood!!!  If you have an elderly neighbor, please get to 
know them.  You might be surprised with what they’ve 
done in their younger years!!!  Jane has written an article 
on the veteran’s plaque campaign.   
We’re still in the planning stage of our Poquito Bayou 
entry sign replacement.  Pam Martin is the lead on this 
project, and she has written an article on the status.   
Many Kudos and thanks to Kiki and supporting neigh-
bors for an outstanding Friendsgiving event on Saturday 
November 20th at Leo Norred Park.  Ray Higginbotham 
fried some delicious turkey.  We had some fantastic 
pulled pork and the many covered dishes folks brought.  
Everyone had a wonderful time.  Matt & Felecia Murphy 
ensured the park looked great!   
Keith Myers has resigned from the PBCA Board.  Even 
though Keith was only on the board for a little over a 
year, we appreciate his service to our community.  His 
biggest impact was spearheading the Poquito Boat Ramp 
Committee.  He got over 20 plus concerned neighbors to 
address issues affecting the Poquito Boat Ramp Park.  All 
Keith’s inputs are now part of the Okaloosa County’s 
park improvement plan for the Poquito Boat Ramp Park.  
There have been some improvements over the past six 
months, but the majority will take place in 2022!!!  If you 
are interested in taking over this vacant position, please 
contact me at pbcapresident@gmail.com.  Thanks 
Jill Dickey has agreed to take over as Poplar Street Direc-
tor.  We welcome Jill to the board.  I appreciate Jill tak-
ing over from Keith.   
We still have a Street Director opening for Holly Ave.  If 
you’re interested, please contact me at pbcapresi-
dent@gmail.com.  Thanks 
 
I did find a very informative document regarding a snap-
shot of the weekly COVID numbers.  You can find it at:  
https://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/index.html.  In Popular 
Programs & Services, please select the COVID-19-
WeeklyDiseaseSurveillanceReports hyper link.  This will 
generate a pdf document.  It shows our Community Risk 
Level (Low, Moderate, Substantial and High), New Cas-
es per 100K Population per Week and % Positivity per 
Week.  There’s a lot more information on the Okaloosa 
County Health Department’s website.  I did find one in-
teresting fact regarding COVID-19 vaccinations with % 
of Population ≥ 65 Years of Age in Okaloosa County is 
91.44% versus the national percentage of 87.6%.  Good 
job seniors!!   
 
     Dave Hensley 
 
 
 

 

 

 Reporting Aggressive Driving   
     
    by Dave Hensley 
Over the past year, I’ve seen lots of posts on the Poquito 
Community Facebook page about instances of aggressive 
driving.  I did a search on the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s 
Office’s website and there’s a link to report aggressive 
driving.  Here’s the link:  https://www.sheriff-
okaloosa.org/crime-prevention/report-aggressive-driving/ 
 
When you access this link, you see the following narrative: 
The Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office is working hard to 
reduce aggressive driving in our County. The best way to 
report aggressive driving is while it is happening by call-
ing 850-651-7400. Most aggressive drivers are habitual 
offenders. If you cannot report aggressive driving as it is 
occurring, then you may send us the vehicle’s information 
by completing the form below so our Special Enforcement 
Team can be on the lookout for the vehicle. 
So, if you witness aggressive driving, please contact the 
OCSO 850-651-7400.  This way an OCSO deputy can 
quickly respond to the situation.  This also applies if you 
see any illegal activity going on.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Poquito Bayou! My name is Chris Kirsch your 
friendly Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) Director. Our CERT is up and running!  
We have about 10 people on the team, our Federal EIN 
has been approved and should have our 501c(3) (tax ex-
empt) status at the end of the month. 
 
What is CERT you ask?  
The CERT concept was developed and implemented by 
the Los Angeles City Fire Department in 1985. The 
Whittier Narrows earthquake in 1987 underscored the 
area-wide threat of a major disaster in California. Fur-
ther, it confirmed the need for training civilians to meet 
their immediate needs. 
 

CERT became a national program in 1993, currently 
lead by Citizen Corps, FEMA, and Homeland Security. 
There are now CERT programs in all 50 states, includ-
ing many tribal nations and U.S. territories. Each is 
unique to its community, and all are essential to building 
a Culture of Preparedness in the United States.  
(cont’d on following page) 

mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
https://okaloosa.floridahealth.gov/index.html
https://www.sheriff-okaloosa.org/crime-prevention/report-aggressive-driving/
https://www.sheriff-okaloosa.org/crime-prevention/report-aggressive-driving/
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Got Aluminum Wiring? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This article is for general information only. I am not an electrician and only speak from personal 
knowledge and experience. If you have questions, please consult a qualified electrician. Insurance rules are al-
ways in flux, so contact your agent for current regulations. 
 
If you have aluminum wiring in your home, you may be particularly concerned following the recent fire at 35 Holly 
Ave. Dave Hensley thought an article on the subject was appropriate, so here it is. Although our house is a mid-70’s 
like many of yours, our wiring was updated when we bought it. We have, however owned a home with a mix of copper 
and aluminum before, and I can share what I learned: 
 

Aluminum, by itself, is not a fire hazard. It becomes one when connected to copper fixtures or wire. The actual haz-
ard is caused by two things, corrosion of the aluminum conductor which raises resistance, and therefore heat, 
and the different thermal properties of copper and aluminum which expand and contract at different rates caus-
ing connections to loosen and arc. Both need time to cause an issue. 

 
There are ways to safely mitigate the dangers of aluminum wiring. Connectors designed specifically to handle them 

and techniques to ensure connections don’t work loose. A qualified electrician should apply both. 
 
Re-wiring your house is the best, although expensive, way to also solve the problem.  
 

If you have aluminum wiring in your home, you may want to contact an electrical contractor to assess the situation and 
offer you a solution. You may also want to ask your insurance agent. Either way, the recent fire that was caused by alu-
minum wiring (according to the fire dept. report) should be a wakeup call for us all that it can happen anywhere. 
 
Finally, if you have had mitigation applied to your home, and you are happy with the work, please let your neighbors 
know (the Poquito Facebook page is a terrific way) so they can benefit from your knowledge. 

Hopefully, this information will be useful to someone, and if it helps prevent another fire…so much the better. Stay 
safe out there Poquito Bayou. 

Galen Miller  

**********************************************************************************************  

CERT Cont’d 
There are over 2,700 local CERT programs nationwide and 
more than 600,000 people have trained since CERT became a 
national program. 
 

Would you like to join the team? Have questions or Concerns? 
Call me at 850-259-2456, or email me at poquitobay-
oucert@gmail.com 
 

 Free lunch, txt 850 685-4759, I would like lunch at Knife’s Edge. 

mailto:poquitobayoucert@gmail.com
mailto:poquitobayoucert@gmail.com
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the January 3rd ,2022 meeting 

Davis residence 34 Poquito Rd.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm 
Present: Dave Hensley, Jane Fedosky, Bob and Sally Davis, Pam Martin, Mary Ann Leone, Pat Hollarn. Felicia Murphy, Cheryl 
Archer, Chris Kirsch, and Michael Aid. 
Minutes of the December meeting had been distributed; motion to approve was made by Pat and seconded by Pam, minutes were 
approved.  Treasurer’s report for December 31st was presented motion to accept by Bob, seconded by Pam, report was accepted. 
Pat noted that we need the finalized 2022 budget, so Dave will contact Tricia for that before February meeting. 
 
Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch:  No report  
 
Leo Norred Park:  Hank’s Mowing Service has taken over for Chris Pelfry with regards to the lawn maintenance at the park. 
They have requested an increase in pay from $130 a month to $160 to cover the rising cost of fuel and such. Dave will meet with 
Hank and present a contract for him to sign soon to avoid the park not being mowed in a timely manner. Said contract will con-
tain a mow by date, to increase their accountability. 
 
Welcome: Cindy Henry has visited 7 new families in the past two months. 
 
Membership: We currently have 125 members 
 
Children’s Party Coordinator:  Kiki is planning a Mardi Gras parade for Saturday February 26th or Saturday March 5th weather 
permitting. More details will be discussed at next month’s meeting. The Santa caravan was successful. We had about 12 families 
participate in the parade with an estimated 80 families outside on the parade route. Santa stayed at the park after for pictures and 
cookies. 
 
CERT: Chris Kirsch has taken over heading up the Poquito CERT team. He is in the process of setting up a 501(C)(3) so that we 
can begin fundraising to get more equipment. We currently have 2 people with certification and are working to increase that 
number. Chris will be writing articles in the next few newsletters to help bring attention to his plans and the community’s needs. 
 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park:  No report, and this position is currently vacant. We are actively looking to find someone to fill this 
position. 
 
Street & Traffic Safety:  No report 
 
Street Directors:  Deb Frank is set as POC for Street Directors. She will be holding a meeting with current Street Directors soon. 
Pat Hollarn has also drafted a new Welcome letter. 
 
Old Business: We discussed the new Poquito Bayou sign. The sign committee will go to see materials, so that a true estimate can 
be made. The final project is predicted to be over $5,000.  As soon as we have a final estimate, we can begin more fundraising 
activities to help cover the cost. Dave sent a letter to the county about the light at the Veterans’ Memorial but has received no 
response. Pat mentioned that according to the original agreement with the county it would be our responsibility to fix and main-
tain cost. Pam is looking into it and will have more information before the next meeting.  
  
Jane Fedosky is working on replacing the old plaques at the Veterans’ Memorial. She has contacted 90% of the families who 
currently have plaques. Through recommitments and donations, 75 of the new plaques have been ordered. In addition to replac-
ing the old plaques to something with more longevity, she plans on erecting a new board that will hold the names of anyone who 
has unable to be contacted, so that those veterans’ names stay apart of the memorial. 
 
New Business:  Dave presented a list of goals for the PCBA board for 2022. Gaining more members is the top priority, as well as 
finding new people to serve on the board. 
 
Lendy Edwards has brought to the boards’ attention that electrical work needs to be done at the Veterans Memorial. The original 
equipment used was meant for indoor use and has started to deteriorate. Dave is going to seek a licensed electrician in the neigh-
borhood first to try and get problem corrected, hopefully through a donation of services. 
 
Pat Hollarn is drafting a revision to the bylaws to include Special Events coordinator as a board member. She is presenting a re-
vision at next meeting so it can be published for review 30 days before a vote will be held. 
 
Announcements:  Newsletter articles for January newsletter due to Bob Davis by January 12th.  Issue will be published on Janu-
ary 15th.  Next PBCA meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 7th 6pm at Mary Ann Leone residence 30 Poquito Rd. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm 
 
Felicia Murphy 
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION     

        

   FINANCIAL REPORT     

        

   December 2021     

        

        

Balance Forward from November 30, 2021   $6,196.66 

        

        

   December  
Year to 

Date   

   2021  2021   

        

Income        

        

Membership Dues  $20.00  $1,520.00   

Contributions  $80.00  $1,195.00   

Donations for Park Well/Pump $0.00  $220.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $1,350.00  $2,110.00   

Halloween Event  $0.00  $94.00   

Easter Event Income  $0.00  $298.00   

Annual Meeting Bake Sale/Raffle $0.00  $82.00   

Annual Meeting Donations $0.00  $57.00   

New Sign Fundraiser  $1,020.00  $1,040.00   

Advertising  $120.00  $440.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00  $285.00   

        

Total Income  $2,590.00  $7,341.00   

        

Expenses        

        

Gulf Power  $69.34  $839.35   

Postage/P.O. Box  $0.00  $205.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $0.00  $595.01   

Garage Sale  $32.48  $80.63   

Candidates Night  $0.00  $0.00   

Supplies   $0.00  $0.00   

Childrens Christmas Party $0.00  $0.00   

Annual State Registration $0.00  $61.25   

Website Expense  $0.00  $168.00   

Easter Event  $0.00  $358.22   

Mardi Gras Event  $0.00  $110.03   

Halloween Event  $0.00  $290.13   

Project/Repairs  $60.94  $95.56   

Leo Norred Mowing  $0.00  $910.00   

        

Total Expenses  $162.76  $3,713.18   

        

        

Reconciled Balance December 31, 2021   $8,623.90 
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MEMBERSHIP   

It’s a new year and time for membership dues.  Our street directors are work-
ing hard to have residents pay their dues.  Keep your street on the top of the 
list and pay your membership dues early.  You can drop dues off at 17 Mag-

nolia Ave in the mailbox that is on the fence. 
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PBCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION YEAR 2022 

Please complete this form and submit along with your $10 dues to your Street Director or drop it off at the PBCA mailbox located at 17 Magnolia Ave (Pam 
Martin’s house).  Checks will be accepted, made payable to PBCA. You may also mail to P.O. Box 1124, Shalimar, FL  32579 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
 
Date Paid: ______________   Dues: _______________      Contribution (specify area):  ____________________     Check #:________ Cash $_________ 
 
Name:  ___________________________________, ____________________________________   Spouse’s Name:  ________________________________ 
              (Last)                                                               (First) 
          
Address:  __________________________________ Telephone No.: _______________________    E-Mail Address: _________________________________ 
          Please enter current E-Mail Address 
Minor Children:  Boys (   )   Ages:  ______________________   Girls (   ) Ages:  ______________________ (If it changes, notify pcmartin1@outlook.com} 
 
Concerns:  1. ______________________________ 2.  ____________________________ 3. _________________________ 
4.____________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to help with:  Events for Kids ____, Baking ____, Adult Social Events ____, Leo Norred Park & Clean-Up Days ____, Garage Sales 
Event____, 
Interest in Action Committees:  Street Maintenance & Traffic Safety____,  Environmental Matters ____,  Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch ____    
Eglin Interface ____.   Are you interested in serving on PBCA Board of Directors?  ____ Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training___.  
 
Other interests, ideas; things you'd like addressed?  What are they?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(USE BACK OF FORM IF NECESSARY)  

ADVERTISING IN THE POQUITO TIMES 
 
It is that time of year to renew or start your advertising in the Poquito Times.   
 
Members: $50 yr. for business card size.  $100 yr. for double size 
 
Non-members: $60 or $120 
 
Please drop off payments made to PBCA to 1 Bay St. There is a tube on the porch. Please 
include any changes you wish to make.  Payment due by December 30th.   
 
Questions? Call Jane Fedosky 850-651-5300 
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. 

Phone: 850 585-1513 (cell) 

Do you need your home 
sold? 

18+ years of experience 
16+ year Poquito Bayou Resident 

 

Marion Russell 
Realtor® 

850-582-5813   MarionRussell@cox.net 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

 PenFed Realty 
1073 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578 

 

 
 
THIS  SPACE COULD BE YOURS.   
 

CONTACT Jane at  850  651-5300 


