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Greetings Fellow Poquito Bayou Residents!  
This is Mike Aid providing a short note in lieu of Sean who is 
away on vacation. I just want to highlight all the great work 
that’s being done around the neighborhood. Everything from 
the shrimp boil this Saturday (16 September), to the irrigation 
system at the park getting fixed, to preparations for the Gen-
eral Membership meeting – and, lot’s of other things… 
About the General Membership Meeting – I would like to 
encourage everyone to attend. Whitney is doing a great job 
advertising. The Meeting is 12 October at the Bob Hope Vil-
lage Gates Center with the Social beginning at 6:00 and the 
Meeting starting at 6:30. We’ll have hors d’oeuvres and a few 
beverages. And, we are very fortunate to have Principal Lisa 
Tucker from Longwood Elementary as our keynote speaker. 
So, please come out and welcome her to our Community.  

****************************************************** 

Longwood Elementary School – Sept 2023 
September is filled with many exciting events at Longwood 

Elementary School.   

September 1- 15 - State Testing will continue for K-5 stu-

dents in ELA and math. 

• September 7 - The Dental Clinic will be on campus 

through October 6 to serve participating students.  

September 21 - Open House and Literati Book Fair 

Night –5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

September 25 - School Advisory Committee – 4:00 p.m. 
– Media Center.  Community members are welcome 
to attend. 

*Election of voting members for the 2023-2024 

school year will occur. 

September 29 – Students of the Month will be an-

nounced. 

Principal Lisa Tucker presented the Longwood Teacher Lead-
er of the Month Award to Fourth Grade Teacher Denise Ste-
ber at the latest faculty meeting.  “Ms. Steber is an exemplary 
educator and consistently models compassion and respect for 
our students and families,” explained Mrs. Tucker.  “She is an 
asset to our teaching team and to our school district.” 
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GENERAL MEETING & ELECTION—NEW FACES 
NEEDED AND WELCOMED! 
 
As the Poquito Bayou Community Association looks forward 
to entering 2024, its 28th year, we are proud to say that we 
remain unique and successful in Okaloosa County as the only 
established neighborhood with an acknowledged background, a 
great history, but an even better future. I say that as one of the 
few long-time original members who sees the current group 
and its leaders as one of the absolute best ever, a group taking 
PBCA to new heights, for the benefit of all of us. All the offic-
ers and half of the street directors are up for re-election and 
there are still a few empty spots for fresh faces. Nominations 
are open until September 30, call, or text Pat Hollarn at 850-
585-7768. Election is at the general membership meeting on 
October 12.  
 
Our by-laws include positions for two junior directors, and at 
one time we had a successful teenage group of nearly six 
young neighbors who not only earned community service cred-
it for school records but had fun “working” and helping the 
board. One young man’s Eagle Scout project was part of the 
Veterans Memorial and Leo Norred Park. They also had the 
opportunity to let us know what we could do for our young 
people here in Poquito Bayou, so it’s a double opportunity to 
take one of the two junior director positions.  
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the September 11th, 2023 meeting 

Leone Residence, 30 Poquito    
                                                                                                                             

Meeting called to order at 18:00 
 
Present: Pam Martin, Bob Davis, Dave Hensley, Michael Aid, Felicia Murphy, David Boyd, Pat Hollarn, Tricia Flaherty, 
Nance Wendell, Jane Fedosky-Hensley, and Mary Ann Leone. 
Minutes of the August meeting had been distributed; motion to approve was made by Pam and seconded by Felicia, 
minutes were approved.  Treasurer’s report for August was presented by Tricia, motion to accept by Felicia, seconded by 
Nance, report was accepted.  The current balance is $9,730.20 between the various accounts, including bank, Venmo, 
and Paypal.   
 
Membership: Pam reported 118 members with paid renewed membership thus far for 2023.   
 
Events:   The Harvesting Fall Festival is scheduled for 28 October.  
 
BHEV:  Bob, the liaison, reported that his contact at BHEV, Vern, would like to use the PBCA community sign to ad-
vertise the CMSAF Binnicker Memorial Run to be held on 07 October. 
 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park:  Dave reported no new issues.  
 
Street & Traffic Safety:  Bob is still waiting for the traffic 
 report on vehicle numbers and speed.   
 
Street Directors:  A mailer (card) is being printed and will be mailed to the entire neighborhood. 
 
Old Business:   The Abandoned Homes committee has met since the last board meeting, but Nance discussed Life Estate 
transfers.  Jane reported that all but three of the plaques for the Veteran’s Memorial are complete.  The cost will be 
$1445.06.  They will be affixed to the posts and new flowers will be planted; Felicia reported that the irrigation system is 
working now, with well pump functional.  
 
New Business:  Pat reported from the nominating committee that there will be no major changes on the board, other than 
Whitney taking over as Maple Street Director.  The General Membership meeting will be held Thursday, 12 October at 
1830, with refreshments starting at 1800.  The guest speaker will be Ms. Tucker, Longwood Principal.  Other upcoming 
events include the Shrimp Boil on 16 September and Krispy Kreme sale on 21 October and 04 Nov (coinciding with 
Garage sale).  The annual Veterans Day Ceremony at the park will be held on Saturday, 11 November.  Col Ed Hubbard 
will be the guest speaker, a Quilt of Honor Ceremony will be held, and the names will be read, but without addresses.  
Dave will report on the program at next month’s meeting.   
 
Legendary Cove Subdivision:  Dave discussed the Sunset Road development proposal (Legendary Cove, DR Horton) 
and the continuing extensions.  Dave praised the County Development Team for their attention to detail.  Four 4x8 signs 
are being made to alert neighbors to the threat of clearcutting.  Bird watchers are looking for activity of the Red cockad-
ed woodpecker, since that is a protected species.   
   
Announcements:   Newsletter articles for next newsletter due to Bob Davis by Wednesday September 13th.  Next PBCA 
board meeting to be held October 2nd at the Cramer home at 20 Poplar at 1800. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 19:00 pm. 
 
David Boyd 
Recording Secretary  
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Quilt of Valor (QOV) Ceremony  
Greetings, 
 
Last year we had a Quilt of Valor ceremony for a handful of Veterans during our annual Veterans Day ceremony. It was an impressive 
ceremony. Some of the veterans who received a quilt had tears in their eyes. For this upcoming Veterans’ Day Ceremony on November 
11th at 4pm near the monument, we will host another QOV ceremony. We need Veteran’s, to either nominate themselves or have loved 
ones or friends to nominate a Veteran.  
You’re probably wondering what is a Quilt of Valor? 
 

A Quilt of Valor (QOV) is a quality, handmade quilt that is machine or hand quilted. It is awarded to a Service Member or Veteran who 
has been touched by war. The Quilt says unequivocally, “Thank you for your service and sacrifice in serving our nation.” 
 

How do I get a QOV or get one for a family member? You nominate a Service Member or Living Veteran. Awarding a Service Member 
or Living Veteran a Quilt of Valor Foundation is a shared responsibility of the nominator and the QOVF Volunteer. Our QOVF volunteer 
is Pam Martin.  
What’s “touched by war”? 
 

These examples are meant to help you better understand the phrase “touched by war.” 
- Engaging in direct combat, no matter when or where, in declared or undeclared wars or conflicts 
- Being wounded or injured in training for combat or direct support of combat 
- Serving while in harm’s way delivering support, supplies, etc., to those engaged in preventing conflicts or engaged in battle or combat 
- Caring for the casualties, injured, and ill service members or veterans on the frontlines, in-theater, deployed, or in hospitals and medical 
centers overseas or stateside 
- Providing casualty assistance to families of the fallen, escorting the fallen or remains, and/or participating in honor guards 
- Being there to listen, to minister, and to support others struggling with the demons of being in a war zone 
- Supporting at home for those down range can be nominated. Please do not feel your contribution to any conflict is minimal. If you have 
served in time of war or conflict you made a sacrifice.  
- And more…. 
 

 Who is eligible for a QOV? 
Any service member or living veteran who served in one of the following branches: Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard. 
Members of the activated National Guard and activated or active duty-special work (ADSW) reservists are included. The Army National 
Guard and Air Force National Guard are components of the Army and Air Force, respectively. Merchant Marines were activated from 
1941 to 1945. Additionally, anyone who serves at the Dover Mortuary Facility is eligible. 
 

 •Served during declared war, conflicts, police actions, peacekeeping missions, and counter terrorism operations and/or times of peace. 
•Service during, but not necessarily limited to; WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Beirut, Granada, Bosnia, the Cold War, Desert Storm, 
Desert Shield, Iraq, Afghanistan, anti-terrorism operations, and terrorism attacks against Armed Forces personnel is included. 
•Only veterans with an Honorable or General Discharge status are eligible. 
 

•Note:  QOVF does not award QOVs posthumously. The individual must be living.  
If you want to nominate an individual, please go to https://www.qovf.org/nominations-awards 
Before you nominate someone or yourself, please read the Frequently Asked Questions. This will help you to fill in the details. The organ-
ization that is giving QOV is Flying Needles Quilt Guild in Niceville.  
 
When the form asks who QOV coordinator is put Barbara Ouellette from FNQG.  
If you have any additional questions, please contact Pam Martin at pcmartin1@outlook.com or 850-376-8283 
If you know of someone who is eligible, please forward.  

 

Dave Hensley 

mailto:pcmartin1@outlook.com
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National Preparedness Month – Dave Hensley 
National Preparedness Month is an observance each September to raise awareness about the importance of 
preparing for disasters and emergencies that could happen at any time.  We saw the devastation of Hurricane 
Idalia.  Hurricane Idalia initially slammed into Florida's Gulf Coast at about 7:45 a.m. on August 30th as a 
Category 3 hurricane with 125 mph winds — tied as the strongest to hit the Big Bend area of the state.  We 
saw the news reports of flooding and damage to homes and businesses.  According to ready.gov/plan, you 
need to have a plan during hurricane season.  This web page has lots of information to help you prepare for 
emergencies.   
 One major concern is how will you receive emergency alerts and warnings. 
You can get alerted about emergencies and other important Okaloosa County events by signing up for our 
Emergency Alerting System, provided to you by Okaloosa County Public Safety. This system enables us to 
provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as severe weather, unexpected 
road closures, missing persons and evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods.  You will receive time-
sensitive messages wherever you specify, such as your home, mobile or business phones, email address, text 
messages and more. Please go to this link to sign up:  https://myokaloosa.com/eoc/home.  Select “SIGN UP 
HERE”.  In addition, you can text "OKALOOSAFL" to 888777 to anonymously sign up for only Emergency 
Notifications.   
 

https://myokaloosa.com/eoc/home.
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SATURDAY - OCTOBER 7 

ART and PRE-HOLIDAY SALE 
SHALIMAR LIBRARY& THRIFT SHOP 

10-2 
Complimentary face painting 

and hand treatment in the Library 

Jewelry and other sales  

in the Thrift Shop 

Legendary Cove Subdivision Update – September 2023 Dave Hensley 
 
The second 45-day extension is finishing. We anticipate a thumb drive with revised Legendary Cove construction plans 
and the drainage report soon. When we receive the thumb drive, we’ll load the documents on our People Protecting 
Poquito Bayou Facebook page. If you want these documents to be reviewed, please email me at mdhens-
ley13@gmail.com. I don’t know if we will go into another 45-day extension. We will keep you updated as we get in-
formation from the Okaloosa County Growth Management office.  
There is no update about the Florida Department of Environmental Protection gaining access to the property.  
We're still looking for birdwatchers to take some close-up pictures of the Red Cockaded Woodpecker (RCW). Shelly 
Hakspiel, who lives at 6 Sharilyn Drive, has offered her backyard, which backs up to the forty acres up for sale. If you 
want to help, please contact Shelly at shelly@hakspiel.com.  
The next county commissioners meeting is scheduled for 3 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 19 at the Okaloosa County Administra-
tion Building in Shalimar. If you can show up to a Commission meeting, we need you!!!!  Please come wearing a red 
People Protecting Poquito Bayou T-shirt and show your support.  
We have more People Protecting Poquito Bayou signs!!!  These signs are printed on both sides!!   At this point, we 
must charge $5 per sign. We have more T-shirt sizes: large, extra-large, and XX large. Price is $6 per T-shirt. If you 
have contributed $100 or more to PPPB, you get a free T-shirt or sign.  
We will have a different kind of sign campaign in our neighborhood soon, as well. We’ll let you know when the signs 
are up.  
A newspaper article will soon be published about the proposed subdivision in the Northwest Florida Daily News.  
We can use your talents. If you can research online, we need you. If you have a civil engineering background, we need 
you. If you can write a letter to the editor, we need you. If you’re passionately objecting to a certain aspect of this sub-
division project, we need you! We need reinforcements!  
 

Dave, Lorraine & Shirley 
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION     

   FINANCIAL REPORT     

   August 2023     

Balance Forward from July 31, 2023    $5,862.54 

   August  Year to   

   2023  2023   

Income        

Membership Dues  $40.00 1 $1,620.00   

Donations   $0.00 2 $597.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $0.00  $50.00 *  

Halloween Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Easter Event Income  $0.00 4 $217.00   

Annual Meeting Bake Sale/Raffle $0.00  $0.00   

Annual Meeting Donations $0.00  $0.00   

Crawfish & Shrimp Boil  $0.00 3 $825.00   

New Sign Fundraiser  $0.00  $50.00   

Advertising   $0.00  $100.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00  $170.00   

        

Total Income  $40.00  $3,629.00   

Expenses        

Gulf Power   $49.97  $524.23   

Postage/P.O. Box  $0.00  $97.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $0.00  $0.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00  $484.77   

Annual Membership Meeting $100.00  $100.00   

Supplies   $0.00  $265.89   

Childrens Christmas Party $0.00  $0.00   

Friendsgiving Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Annual State Registration $0.00  $61.25   

Website Expense  $0.00  $216.00   

Crawfish & Shrimp Boil  $0.00  $647.38   

Easter Event  $0.00  $281.52   

New Sign   $0.00  $0.00   

Mardi Gras Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Halloween Event  $0.00  $0.00   

Project/Repairs  $0.00  $0.00   

Leo Norred Mowing  $160.00  $1,280.00   

        

Total Expenses  $309.97  $3,958.04   

Reconciled Balance August 31, 2023    $5,592.57 
* Veteran's Memorial Collected to Date $3,510.00   

Venmo Balance as of 08/31/2023     $2,942.95 

Paypal Balance as of 08/31/2023     $1,194.68 

Total       $9,730.20 

 YTD       

1 Dues Actual $1,679     

2 Donations Actual $578     

3 Crawfish Boil Actual $1,324     

4 Easter Event Actual $261     
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The form was not changed but 2023 dues are $20 vice $10. We 
are investigating a number of ways to enhance our neighborhood 
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Text FOOD to 850 685-4759 for $20 gift card to Knife’s Edge. 


